
Concordia Student Union - Council Of Representatives 

CSU Regular Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 12, 2022 

Via Zoom, 18h30 

1. Call To Order 

The chairperson calls the meeting to order at 6:43pm. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

We would like to begin by acknowledging that Concordia University is located on unceded 

Indigenous lands. The Kanien’kehá:ka Nation is recognized as the custodians of the lands 

and waters on which we gather today. TiohEá:ke/Montreal is historically known as a 

gathering place for many First Nations. Today, it is home to a diverse population of 

Indigenous and other peoples. We respect the continued connections with the past, present, 

and future in our ongoing relationships with Indigenous and other peoples within the 

Montreal community. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Roll Call 

Council Chairperson: Michelle Lam 

Council Minute Keeper: Afrooza Nabizada 

Executives present for the meeting were: Sabrina Morena (Loyola Coordinator), Julianna Smith 

(External & Mobilization Coordinator), Sean Levis (Sustainability Coordinator), Harley Martin 

(Student Life Coordinator), Fawaz Halloum (Internal Affairs Coordinator), Asli Isaaq (Academic & 

Advocacy Coordinator), Meryem Benallal (Finance Coordinator), Temkhuleko (Temmy) Mthethwa 

(Internal Coordinator) 

Executives absent for the meeting were: N/A 

Councillors present for the meeting were: Michael Lecchino (Independent), Amina Vance (Arts & 

Science), Haya Bitar (Arts & Science), Fraser Place (Fine Arts), Naomi Spiegelman (Arts & Science)  

Councillors absent for the meeting were: Emilie Rosenthal-Bustamante (Gina Cody School Of 

Engineering), Kazi Sahul (Gina Cody School of Engineering), Muhammad Hussain (John Molson 

School of Business), Diane Mahko (Arts & Sciences), Sarah Alkhadi (Arts & Science), Emil Hersson-

Edery (Gina Cody School Of Engineering), Lacey Boudreau (Arts & Science), Nassim Boutalbi (John 



Molson School of Business), Caleb Woolcott (Arts & Science), Hannah Jackson (Fine Arts), Nour 

Shbib (Independent) 

Fawaz Halloum motions to excuse Sarah Alkhadi for tonight’s meeting. Seconded by Harley 

Martin. Motion passes unanimously. 

3. Approval Of The Agenda 

Julianna Smith motions to approve the agenda and all items under Consent Agenda. Seconded by 

Sean Levis. Motion passes unanimously.  

4. Consent Agenda 

a) Approval Of Previous Minutes 

b) Executive And Chairperson Reports 

Michelle Lam: The following councillors have not provided their student IDs: Emil Hersson-

Edery, Nour Shbib, Diane Mahko, Kazi Sahul and Muhammad Hussain. They have 48hrs of 

temporary membership to send their IDs to Michelle Lam. Failure to do so within the 48hrs will 

result in automatic resignation.  

c) Committee Minutes 

5. Presentation And Guest Speakers 

a) Students for Consent Culture 

Presentation was held by Kelsea and Tia from SFCC Canada. 

Asli Isaaq presents the following motion. Seconded by Amina Vance. Motion passes 

unanimously: 

WHEREAS, the renewal of the $35,000 for 2022-2023 will contribute to: 

• Consultation for on-going topics of anti-sexual violence advocacy work including the 

implementation of the CSU Sexual Violence & Safer Spaces Policy 

• Ongoing operational support: Grants do not offer funding for non-profits like ours to keep 

the lights on. This goes to help subsidize our labour & ensure that our resources can remain 

accessible to other student orgs who may not have as big budgets as the CSU 

• Allowing us to continue in the Open Secrets project and other important initiatives that 

benefit students at CSU and across the country 



• Training for student representatives on committees, Academic Caucus, the SVAC, & any 

interested CSU clubs, on the topic of sexual violence, consent culture, and advocating for a 

culture of consent on campus. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Concordia Student Union Council approve the renewable annual grant 

of $35,000 to Students for Consent Culture Canada for its third (3rd) of three (3) years; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council consider additional ways for SFCC to support CSU 

members through outreach, education, and advocacy.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the budgetary impact of this motion is $35,000 for 2022 - 2023.  

Motivation: 

Asli Isaaq: As the motion states, this is the 3rd and last year of the SFCC and CSU partnership. The 

motion states that the budgetary impact is $35 000 which is an amount that was already approved at 

the beginning of the mandate. Concordia is failing their students in regard for sexual violence and 

misconduct. If you have a case for sexual assault, chances are you will be turned towards an 

academic body and you will be asked to sign an NDA. Partnering with SFCC will not only help our 

work but also the councillors if they ever find themselves in that situation to know that there is a 

group who is always willing to partner with us.  

6. Appointments 

a) Appointments Committee (1) 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

b) Clubs And Space Committee (1) 

Temmy Mthethwa: The Clubs and Spaces Committee meet every 2 weeks to approve or 

disapprove club budgets.  

Nassim Boutalbi: The Clubs and Spaces Committee approve new club applications, approve club 

budgets after reviewing their applications, and review constitutions. 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

  



c) BIPOC Committee (2) 

Asli Isaaq: It would be appreciated to have more councillors input since the committee consists of 

only 1 councillor and the rest are Students-at-Large. The committee mostly focuses on approving 

funding for various BIPOC initiatives across campus and assigning grants of $1000 each. The 

current time commitment is 1-2 meetings a month.  

Naomi Spiegelman nominates themselves. Seconded by Nassim Boutalbi.  

Nassim Boutalbi motions to appoint Naomi Spiegelman. Seconded by Temmy Mthethwa. 

Motion passes unanimously and Naomi Spiegelman is appointed.  

d) Fee-Levy Review (3) 

Julianna Smith: The Fee-Levy Review committee reviews fee-levy who want increases or want to 

become a new fee-levy. Councillors are really needed on the committee before by-elections so that 

several fee-levies can have referendum questions about an increase. Fee-levies are services offered 

to the students that are not offered by the administration and without them, it would be a detriment 

to student life. It is crucial in maintaining the Concordia atmosphere. 

Amina Vance nominates themselves. Seconded by Haya Bitar. 

Haya Bitar nominates themselves. Seconded by Fraser Place.  

Julianna Smith motions to appoint Amina Vance and Haya Bitar. Seconded by Sean Levis. 

Motion passes unanimously and Amina Vance and Haya Bitar are appointed.  

e) Finance Committee (2) 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

f) Loyola Committee (2) 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

g) Student Life Committee (3) 

Harley Martin: Councillors are desperately needed to open the Student Life Committee funding. 3 

people are needed to meet quorum, 2 of them must be councillors and the other one can be a 

Student-at-Large if need be.  



Amina Vance nominates themselves. Seconded by Nassim Boutalbi. 

Fawaz Halloum motions to appoint Amina Vance to the Student Life Committee. Seconded by 

Sean Levis. Motion passes unanimously and Amina Vance is appointed. 

h) Senate And Academic Caucus (1) 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

i) Library Service Committee (1) 

Sabrina Morena: This is an external committee that Meryem Benallal and I sit on.  

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

j) Student Center Steering Committee (1) 

As no present councillor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

k) Policy Committee (1) 

Asli Isaaq: Policy Committee reviews policy governance that oversees the CSU. After winter 

break, there will be a lot of work needing to be done to review expired policies.  

Naomi Spiegalman nominates themselves. Seconded by Asli Isaaq.  

Harley Martin motions to appoint Naomi Spiegalman as a member of the Policy Committee and 

seeks unanimous consent. Seconded by Fawaz Halloum. Motion passes and Naomi Spiegalman is 

appointed.  

7. Returning Business 

8. New Business - Substantive 

a) CEO Appointment 

Fawaz Halloum motions to appoint Ikjot Singh as CEO. Seconded by Sean Levis. Motion passes 

unanimously and Ikjot Singh is appointed CEO. 

b) Student center steering committee composition amendment 



Sean Levis presents the following motion. Seconded by Asli Isaaq. Motion passes unanimously. 

WHEREAS it will require professional experience as well as student passion to fulfill the Student 

Center project, 

WHEREAS the CSU currently does not have the members to fill these experienced spots 

internally 

WHEREAS the CSU no longer requires a municipal politician to lobby for zoning changes 

WHEREAS the CSU requires an architect to plan the renovations and to work alongside a private 

equity specialist. 

BE IT RESOLVED the CSU amend the steering committee to be composed of the following voting 

members: 

One (1) Executive of the Concordia Student Union 

One (1) Councillor or Student at Large 

One (1) Member with experience in applying for Grants 

One (1) Member with experience in Private Equity 

One (1) Member with experience in Architecture  

The General Manager of the CSU (Chair) 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the budgetary impact of the motion is nil.  

Motivation: 

Sean Levis: When the Student Center Steering Committee was created in the winter, the vision for 

the building was to add an additional floor which would require zoning changes. After looking into 

the building and its foundation, we realized that the foundation wouldn’t be able to support another 

floor. The only option is to add another floor with the building that is already there, or we would 

have to tear down the entire building. Because of that, there is no need to lobby for a zoning change 

however an architect is needed to sit on the committee to work alongside the private equity 

specialist so that they may put together the plan and execution of the renovation.  

c) Student center steering committee appointment 

Sean Levis presents the following motion. Seconded by Asli Isaaq. Motion passes unanimously. 

WHEREAS it will require professional experience as well as student passion to fulfill the Student 

Center project; 



WHEREAS the CSU has found the professional experience necessary to carry out the renovation 

of the Student Center; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following members be appointed to the Student Center Steering 

Committee: 

One (1) Executive of the Concordia Student Union: Sean Levis 

One (1) Councillor or Student at Large: Open 

One (1) Member with experience in applying for Grants: Abdulla Daoud 

One (1) Member with experience in Private Equity: Nicholas Vandergugten 

One (1) Member with experience in Architecture: Lara Guerra  

The General Manager of the CSU (Chair): Robert Henri 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the budgetary impact is nil.  

Motivation: 

Sean Levis : I have been working on the past few months to fill the positions of this committee and 

am glad to have found people who hold the same values as the CSU.  

Nassim Boutalbi : Would we not be able to leave the appointment until after the by-elections? 

Sean Levis: We could but I would like to appoint someone as soon as possible and will open the 

position to a Student-at-Large if no councillors tonight are interested in the position.  

Nassim Boutalbi: What are the main things that need to be addressed in this committee before the 

by-elections? 

Sean Levis: Right now, we are currently working on a budget estimation that needs to be approved 

by a student or council member and would then be submitted to The Canadian Infrastructure Grant 

which is a federal grant given on a first come, first-serve basis. So, we are in a rush to have the 

grant and budget estimation approved.  

Nassim Boutalbi: You mentioned that a student representative needs to approve this in order for it 

to be sent? 

Sean Levis: Yes.  

d) Ad-hoc Student Center planning committee motion 

Sean Levis presents the following motion. Seconded by Sabrina Morena. Motion passes 

unanimously. 



WHEREAS the CSU would like feedback from its membership to plan the renovation of the 

student building; 

WHEREAS the CSU also requires feedback from its membership to determine the purpose of each 

space in the student building; 

WHEREAS the Student center steering committee requires the purpose plan from students to carry 

out the renovation of the student building. 

BE IT RESOLVED  that the Student Center Planning Committee be composed of the following 

voting members: 

One (1) Executive (non-voting Chair) of the Concordia Student Union  

Four (4) Councillors of the Concordia Student Union 

Three (3) Students at large 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the budgetary impact is nil. 

Motivation: 

Sean Levis: This student center planning committee is comprised of 4 councillors and 3 Students-

at-Large. The committee would be in charge of planning what goes into each space of the student 

center, and it would be nice to have feedback on those plans from the councillors and students as 

this space is meant for them. Each students’ voice is important when considering what goes on in 

the space. We also need this committee in order to inform the steering committee on what kinds of 

renovations are going to take place. So this motion is to open the planning and we will be staffing 

the ad-hoc committee after the by-elections. 

9. New Business - Informational 

10. Question Period & Business Arising 

Zach (The Link): Now that a CEO has been appointed, what does that mean for the elections? 

Asli Isaaq: The running of the elections isn’t done by the executive team. The CEO has the liberty to 

add on 3 DEOs to his team who are going to be the ones who will review nomination forms, organize 

the polling and doing the logistics of the elections.  

Asli Isaaq: What is the requirement of Council if an executive or councillor misses an RCM and what 

are the repercussions? 

Michelle Lam: If a councillor misses 3 meetings with no excusal, it is considered an automatic 

resignation. A councillor can only request upto 3 excusals. In terms of executives, if an exec miss a 

RCM without any excusal, they are docked $100 from their next pay. Councillors and execs can make 



a request to myself to be excused from the RCM on the Friday before the meeting which will go into 

the Chairperson Report. If the request is sent after the Friday, it won’t be included in the report but 

will still be brought up in the meeting.  

Julianna Smith: For the councillors who didn’t provide their Student IDs to Michelle, have they been 

notified and through what means?  

Michelle Lam: They will be notified via email after this meeting and for transparency, I had sent an 

initial email to all of council and then I sent two more emails to the councillors and execs that were 

missing student IDs. I present the student IDs to the Dean of Students office who are the ones that 

verify if the student is enrolled in at least 1 fall semester course.  

11. Announcements 

Julianna Smith: Next Tuesday evening (October 18th), we will have our first speaker talks where we 

will be hosting Nora Loreto. Nora is one of Canada’s most sought after public speakers and she is 

going to be talking about social movements, left-point organizing media, the rise of the far-right and 

the role that the labour movement plays in modern democracy. She will be talking about how students 

can get involved in the labour movement. All councillors are welcomed and encouraged to bring their 

friends. 

Jeremya Deneault: Due to my recent graduation, I have resigned from my position in the CSU as of 

September 22nd 2022. Presented the following speech: 

To my fellow Councillors, Executives, and others, 

I am about to graduate from Concordia with a Bachelor of Commerce degree majoring in Finance and 

Management. For two and a half of those years, I have served as a Councillor on the CSU. With that 

being said, due to my approaching graduation, this meeting will be my last as I will be resigning 

effective after this meeting ends. 

Reflecting upon my time with the CSU, I am overall satisfied with my work and my achievements and 

am happy to be, as far as I am aware, the first openly autistic Councillor. Through the CSU, I have met 

many wonderful people and have had fruitful experiences serving on various committees. 

Also through one of the online CSU meetings about a year and a half ago, I was able to get to know 

Space Concordia. I took interest in this organization and offered to join as a member of the Outreach 

team a few days later. Since then, my role in Space Concordia has augmented. I hosted a few podcasts 

and, more notably, I am currently serving as the Vice-President of External Affairs. My recent 

Outreach projects as Vice-President of External Affairs were recognized by the Concordia LIVE 

Centre and the Space Concordia Outreach Team was awarded a Volunteer Recognition Award last 

month. I also met many cool people at Space Concordia and took part in many fun events. With my 

services at Space Concordia still continuing, it must be said that it is possible that I might not have 



developed a big interest in the organization and not joined had I not joined that CSU meeting about a 

year and a half ago. 

As I leave the CSU, if there is something that I must advise to you all, it is that you should never judge 

someone extremely just for having different opinions. There was much more accord last year with one 

alliance having guaranteed majority numbers, but the year before that, there were two alliances that 

were close to each other in numbers, which as you would expect led to more disagreements and close 

votes. I didn’t mind my alliance losing a number of these votes so much as I had an issue with some 

members of the opposing alliance calling us names, libeling us, and bullying us whenever their 

alliance would lose a vote. I believe that disagreement is healthy, but people need to understand that 

we are all trying to better the university and aiming to end discrimination and that we simply may have 

different approaches to handling situations. 

On a related note, I hope that the CSU becomes less tense and that Councillors could joke with each 

other within reason without taking offense. I suggest to everyone that they keep an open mind, but also 

that others have patience. Hey, it takes time to naturalize into your speech a pronoun that someone 

may identify by. 

Before I close, I want to say that I’m looking forward to finishing this meeting with you guys. I also 

want to thank all of the Councillors, Executives, and staff that I have worked with, both past and 

present, for being on my university journey in some form. Some of you have even become good 

friends. I love you all and I wish you all the best. 

12. Adjournment 

Asli Isaaq motions to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Julianna Smith. Meeting adjourned at 

8:11PM.  


