
 

Concordia Student Union - Council Of Representatives  

CSU Regular Council Meeting  

Wednesday, September 21, 2022  

Via Zoom, 18h30  

1. Call To Order 
 

The chairperson calls the meeting to order at 6:40pm. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
We would like to begin by acknowledging that Concordia University is located on unceded 
Indigenous lands. The Kanien’kehá:ka Nation is recognized as the custodians of the lands 
and waters on which we gather today. TiohEá:ke/Montreal is historically known as a 

gathering place for many First Nations. Today, it is home to a diverse population of 
Indigenous and other peoples. We respect the continued connections with the past, present, 
and future in our ongoing relationships with Indigenous and other peoples within the 
Montreal community. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Roll Call  
 

Council Chairperson: Michelle Lam 

Council Minute Keeper: Afrooza Nabizada 

 

Executives present for the meeting were: Sabrina Morena (Loyola Coordinator), Julianna Smith 

(External & Mobilization Coordinator), Sean Levis (Sustainability Coordinator), Harley Martin 

(Student Life Coordinator), Fawaz Halloum (Internal Affairs Coordinator), Asli Isaaq (Academic 

& Advocacy Coordinator), Meryem Benallal (Finance Coordinator) 

 

Councilors present for the meeting were: Michael Lecchino (Independent), Amina Vance (Arts 

& Science), Sarah Alkhadi (Arts & Science), Haya Bitar (Arts & Science), Nassim Boutalbi (John 

Molson School of Business), Emil Hersson-Edery (Gina Cody School Of Engineering), Caleb 

Woolcott (Arts & Science), Hannah Jackson (Fine Arts), Nour Shbib (Independent), Lacey 

Boudreau (Arts & Science), Fraser Place (Fine Arts), Lacey Boudreau (Arts & Science),   



 

Councilors absent for the meeting were:  Naomi Spiegelman (Arts & Science), Emilie 
Rosenthal-Bustamante (Gina Cody School Of Engineering), Kazi Sahul (Gina Cody School of 
Engineering), Muhammad Hussain (John Molson School of Business), Diane Mahko (Arts & 
Sciences), Olivia Integlia (Arts & Sciences) 

Executives absent for the meeting were: N/A 
 

3. Approval Of The Agenda  

Michelle Lam motions to appoint Afrooza Nabizada as minute keeper for this meeting. Motion 
passes unanimously. 

Juliana Smith motions for unanimous consent. Seconded by Sabrina Morena. Motion passes 
unanimously. 

Amina Vance motions to advance order 7. Returning Business - Minute Keeper Appointment as 
the first order of business and seeks unanimous consent. Seconded by Sarah Alkhadi. Motion 
passes unanimously.  

Harley Martin motions to approve the agenda. Seconded by Nassim Boutalbi. Motion passes 
unanimously.  

 

4. Returning Business  

a) Minute Keeper Appointment  

Nassim Boutalbi motions for council to go into closed session. Seconded by Julianna Smith. 
Motion passes unanimously. 

 
Nour Shbib motion to appoint Afrooza Nabizada as the CSU Minute Keeper for the 2022-

2023 mandate. Seconded by Asli Isaaq. Motion passes through secret ballot vote.   

 

Nour Shbib motions to re-enter closed session. Seconded by Sarah Alkhadi. Motion passes 
unanimously. 

 

Hannah Jackson motions to ratify the minutes of the closed session. Seconded by Sarah 
Alkhadi. Motion passes unanimously.  

 
5. Consent Agenda  

a) Approval Of Previous Minutes  



 

b) Executive And Chairperson Reports  

c) Committee Minutes  

6. Presentation And Guest Speakers  

7. Appointments  

a) Appointments Committee (2)  

Fawaz Halloum: The appointments committee appoints the members of the CSU except for 
the chairperson and minute keeper. The appointments committee is looking to appoint 1-2 
more members for their committee.  

Sarah Alkhadi nominates themselves. Seconded by Amina Vance. 

Meryem Benallal motions to appoint Sarah Alkhadi as a member of the Appointments 
Committee and seeks unanimous consents. Seconded by Nour Shbib. Motion passes and 
Sarah Alkhadi is appointed.  

b) Clubs And Space Committee (1)  

Fawaz Halloum: The Clubs and Space Committee meets every 2 weeks, approves 
budgets, and oversees clubs.  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting.  

c) BIPOC Committee (2) 

Asli Isaaq: The BIPOC committee is looking to appoint 2 more members and is currently 
in the process of appointing for the position of Student At Large.  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting.  

d) Fee-Levy Review (3)  

Julianna Smith: The Fee-Levy Review oversees the applications of groups who wish to 
become Fee-Levy.  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting.  

e) Finance Committee (2)  



 

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting.  

f) Loyola Committee (2)  

Sabrina Morena: The Loyola Committee meets once a month and is in charge of groups 
who wish to establish themselves at Loyola.  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting.  

g) Mental Health Committee (3)  

The Mental Health Committee is expired and will need to be reinstated.  

h) Student Life Committee (3) 

Harley Martin: The Student Life Committee has a $30 000 funding pool that needs to be 
opened which can only be done with a full committee.  

Emil Hersson-Edery nominates themselves. Asli Isaaq seconds the nomination.  

Sarah Alkhadi motions to appoint Emil Hersson-Edery, Seconded by Nour Shbib. 
Motion passes unanimously and Emil Hersson-Edery is appointed.  
 

i) Sustainability Committee (1)  
  

Sean Levis: The Sustainability Committee is tasked with approving special project 
funding for sustainability groups on campus and bursary applications during the fall and 
winter semesters.  
 
Haya Bitar nominates themselves. Amina Vance seconds the nomination.  
 
Sean Levis motions to nominate Haya Bitar to the Sustainability Committee. Seconded 
by Julianna Smith. Motion passes unanimously and Haya Bitar is appointed. 

  



 

j) Sponsorship Committee (3)  

This committee is an expired ADHOC committee and will not be renewed. 

k) Senate And Academic Caucus (1)  

Asli Isaaq: The Caucus meets 3 times a month, once for the Senate and twice for 
Academic Senate.  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

l) Library Service Fund (1)  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

m) Student Center Steering Committee (1)  

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

Asli Isaaq motions to add Policy Committee to order 7 of the agenda. Seconded by Sean 
Levis. Motion passes unanimously. 

n) Policy Committee (1) 

As no present councilor was interested, this has been tabled to the next CSU meeting. 

 

8. New Business - Substantive  

a) Bursaries 

Sean Levis presents the following motion. Seconded by Asli Isaaq. Motion passes 
unanimously.  

Whereas in the 2020-2021 fiscal year there were $50,000 worth of bursaries distributed. 

Whereas the amount budgeted for bursaries in the 2021-2022 fiscal year was $20,000, 
significantly lower than the demand from students. 

Whereas the actuals paid in bursaries in the 2021-2022 fiscal year was $16,340.00. 

Whereas the projected amount allocated for bursaries in the 2022-2023 operational 
budget is $22,750 



 

Be it resolved that the surplus from the 2021-2022 fiscal year ($3660) be applied 
retroactively to the 2022-2023 operational budget under Account#6999 titled “bursaries”.  

Motivation:  

Sean Levis: Last year, there weren’t enough bursaries distributed for unknown reasons. 
Distributing bursaries to students is one of the greatest ways to represent and support 
students.  

Amina Vance: Is there a by-law committee that decides how the bursaries are to be 
allocated? 

Sean Levis: The Sustainability is the one who oversees the allocation of the bursaries.  

Sean Levis motions to add last year’s surplus to this year’s bursaries. Motion passes 
unanimously. 

 
b) SSAELC Fund For Student Strikes  

Julianna Smith presents the following motion. Seconded by Sean Levis. Motion passes 
 unanimously.  

WHEREAS, The SSAELC Fund is a large fund which can be used for specific projects 
set out in the CSU bylaws, such as carrying out studies, retaining professional services 
and contractors, constructing/acquiring/renovating student spaces, and satisfying a legal 
action taken against the union. The fund is invested in stock holdings. The interest and 
dividends may be used to support student initiatives and Concordia student associations 
that vote for a strike mandate. A portion of the dividends is used to fund the Community 
Action Fund, which grants external and student projects funding. The SSAELC fund is 
worth approximately $10 million as of late 2018. 

WHEREAS, Students are guaranteed the legal right to strike due to Chapter 3.01 ACT 
RESPECTING THE ACCREDITATION AND FINANCING OF STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATIONS, 

WHEREAS, The SSAELC has the potential to support students who are on strike 
financially,  

WHEREAS, several member associations are hosting general assemblies in the coming 
days to vote on various issues, including strikes for September 23rd and/or October 3-7th,  

BE IT RESOLVED that we open up the SSAELC fund, via application, to student 
associations (faculty or members) who are on strike to support their efforts. 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount that any student association can apply 
to is dependent on the number of students who are strike and the duration of the strike.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an appropriate equation to determine the amount 
of funds available to student associations be decided upon by the SSAELC committee. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this motion's budgetary impact depends on the number 
of applications received. 

Motivation:  

Julianna Smith: Wishes to use the SSAELC funds to support the political efforts of the 
students that wish to go on strike in the future. 

Sarah Alkhadi: Would there be anyone who would benefit from this budget and would 
go to the strike just because they know they can use the financial support? 

Julianna Smith: The funds go to the organization itself, not to individuals.  

Zach: What will the application process look like and how fast can the associations 
expect the funding if let’s say, a strike were to happen in less than 48 hours.  

Julianna Smith: The CSU funding is all reimbursements and are given to associations 
after a review of the receipts post-strike. 

 
c) Mural Festival  

Sabrina Morena presents the following motion. Seconded by Julianna Smith. Motion 
passes unanimously. 

WHEREAS a previous Mural Festival motion was passed in the 2021-2022 mandate 
committing the CSU to supporting this project for two years 

WHEREAS the previous Mural Festival was a great success, attracting 400 students 
during its Fall festival and successfully setting up two murals in the Hall Building, 

WHEREAS the aim of this project is to reclaim student space through art,  

WHEREAS this project succeeds in meaningfully uplifting BIPOC community artists by 
allowing them to facilitate important dialogue through art-making, 

WHEREAS one Indigenous artist, Euroma, cannot complete the mural-painting at the G-
Lounge at Loyola Campus due to other obligations, 



 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the External and Loyola Coordinators allocate the mural 
project at the G-Lounge at Loyola Campus to another artist, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the executives will prioritize Black, 
Indigenous, people of colour, 2SLGBTQ+ folks, disabled people, and other marginalized 
groups, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT $8,000 be allocated out of operational budget towards this 
project to allow the artist to continue their work during the 2022-2023 mandate, 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the budgetary impact is $8,000.  

Motivation:  

Sabrina Morena: It would have been ideal to work with Euroma but after a few contacts 
with them in the summer, it was realized that it wouldn’t be feasible to accomplish this 
project in the ideal time-frame. So they would like to give this opportunity to another 
artist who would be willing and able to start the project at the earliest convenience since 
the money is allocated and the space is provided. 

Sarah Alkhadi: Can I have some clarification on why Euroma isn’t able to complete the 
project. 

Sabrina Morena: Euroma would take a few weeks to respond to the CUS emails and 
when asked if they could complete the mural by the end of fall, they stated that they can’t 
due to travel issues and a packed schedule. 

 

d) CSU Operational Budget's Fee Levy Increase 

Asli Isaaq presents the following motion. Seconded by Sabrina Morena. Motion passes 
 unanimously.  

WHEREAS the CSU has grown exponentially in the past few years with new 
departments, initiatives and grants, 

WHEREAS the CSU new expenses that have not existed previously are now routine, 

WHEREAS our ability to support students is limited by our current fee levy income, 
Whereas students have been demanding more from its student union, 

BE IT RESOLVED, the following question be sent to the referendum: 

Do you agree to increase the CSU General Operations Fee Levy from 2.46$ per credit to 
2.71$ per credit (an increase of 25 cents per credit), annually adjusted to the Consumer 



 

Price Index of Canada, to be collected from all CSU members? 

The fee levy will be effective in the Winter of 2023  and billed in accordance with the 
university tuition billing and refund policy. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the budgetary impact of this motion is nil. 

Motivation:  

Asli Isaaq: Coming out of a post-covid reality, everything has become more expensive. 
Since events and classes are now in-person, the cost of everything has gone up. To not be 
affected by the increase in prices for the future years and enter a financial crisis, an 
increase is being asked in the fee-levy budget.  

Sarah Alkhadi: Where would the budget increase go? 

Asli Isaaq: The CSU budget is funded by student contributions so the budget increase 
would be given to the general budget.  

Sarah Alkhadi: Isn’t there any project on the side that can fund the CSU budget? 

Asli Isaaq: No since we are not a for-profit institution. We are fully funded by students 
to give back to students. Voting yes would allow the question in the motion to be sent to 
the by-election so that the entire student population can vote on it.   

 

e) Excusals For Consent Training  

Fawaz Halloum: Consent training has been scheduled for Sept. 28th at 2pm. It will take 
place in a hybrid format and details will be sent soon.  

 

f) Appointment Of Internal Affairs Coordinator 

  

 Fawaz Halloum motions to closed session. Seconded by Harley Martin. Motion passes 
 unanimously. 

 

g) Renewing The Mental Health Committee  

 

Caleb Woolcott motions to add Renewal of Mental Health Committee on the agenda. 
Seconded by Amina Vance. Motion passes unanimously. 

 



 

Caleb Woolcott motions to renew The Mental Health Committee. Amina Vance 
seconds. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Sean Levis and Sabrina Morena will Chair The Mental Health Committee.  

 

Caleb Woolcott nominates themselves to The Mental Health Committee. Haya Bitar 
seconds the nomination.  

 

Lacey Boudreau nominates themselves to The Mental Health Committee. Amina Vance 
seconds the nomination.  

 

Amina Vance motions to appoint Caleb Woolcott and Lacey Boudreau to The Mental 
Health Committee and seeks unanimous consent. Seconded by Sean Levis. Motion 
passes unanimously.  

 

Caleb Woolcott nominates Haya Bitar to The Mental Health Committee. Seconded by 
Amina Vance.  

 
Amina Vance motions to appoint Haya Bitar to The Mental Health Committee and 
seeks unanimous consent. Seconded by Fawaz Halloum. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Asli Isaaq motions to add the Council Retreat to the agenda. Seconded by Sarah 

Alkhadi. Motion passes unanimously.  

 

9. Council Retreat 

 

Asli Isaaq motions to extend the deadline for Council Retreat to March 1st in order to 
have a full council. Motion passes unanimously.  

 

10. New Business - Informational  

11. Question Period & Business Arising  

12. Announcements  

  

Sean Levis: Email was sent last week regarding the councilors’ personal information that 
was requested by TD to fulfill the mortgage file. The information can be sent in response 
to that email or in person depending on comfortability. The information is sent only and 
directly to the TD advisor and will be destroyed upon its reception.  

 

Julianna Smith: This Friday evening Sept. 23rd from 5pm - 7pm there will be the 
annual campaign launch located at The Hive. Housing and Labor groups will be tabeling 



 

at the event. On this same day, the climate strike will also take place.  

 

13. Adjournment 

  

Asli Isaaq motions to adjourn the meeting. Seconded. Motion passes unanimously. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45PM.  


